


withdrew from society of their own accord. This is why it is extremely important 
to familiarize oneself with the life stories of the individual artists of Art Brut and 
Photo Brut, as weil as with the physical and psychological disruptions that 
trigged their creative process. The exhibition reflects on self-empowerment and 
self-esteem achieved through art, as weil as how society deals with norms and 
forms of mental illness. 

French artist Jean Dubuffet (1901-1985) was the first to use the term Art B r u t -
which means "raw" or "unpolished" a r t -when  he founded an artists' group in 
1948. He was referring to works that are created outside the established art 
world and its institutional parameters- in many cases without the makers even 
considering themselves artists. Dubuffet used the term for intuitive, often 
disconcerting art made by psychiatric patients, prisoners, and people in socially 
precarious situations. He valued these works for their impact and their 
unpretentious, spontaneous attitude. However, it was not until the first decade 
of the twenty-first century that the term Photo Brut established itself as a 
"branch" of photography. 

For the first time, FOTO ARSENAL WIEN gives visitors in Austria the chance to 
explore work generated by over forty artistic processes from more than ten 
countries in one of the largest collections of Photo Brut, which French filmmaker 
Bruno Decharme has been amassing for over forty years. The exhibition, which 
was organized in collaboration with the Robert Capa Contemporary Photography 
Center in Budapest and the University of Vienna, will be accompanied by 
numerous events. 
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